Archaeology in Turkey, 2004-2005

BAHADIR YILDIRIM AND MARIE-HENRIETTE. GATES

This edition of the “Archaeology in Turkey” news-
letter presents an overview of the archacological work
undertaken in Turkey in 2004-2003. We intend 1o pub-
lish a newslerter from Turkey in alternate vears in this
journal. The repurt is organized chronologically, then
reographically within the chronological erus.®

INTRODIICTION

The revival of this newsletter in the comprehensive
tornal established by Macheeld | Mellink is a testament
to her holistic approach to archasology, nowa standard
assessment of human settlement in the langus durée. Her
newsletters chronicled archaeology in Turkey almost
annually from 1955 tol 998 and were followed by those
by Marie-Henriette Gates through 1997 Scholars of
Anatolian archaeology have lamented the interruption
of this source for the most recent trends and discover-
ies.? Reports on the Stone 1o Iron Ages were published
by Alan Greaves and Barbara Helwing in the A/A and
in the Turkish Academy af Sciences fowrnal of Archasology
{ TITBA-AR) for the 1997-2002 lield seasons.® Beyond
Steven Mitchell's last newsletrer in Archaeological He-
ports covering [ 900-1998." there is no comprehensive
account in English for 1994920057 Bridging this gap
are the invaluable publications (mainly in Turkish} ot
reports presented ar the annual Intermational Sympo-
sium of Fxcavarions, Surveys, and Archaeometry and
the Symposium on Museum Research and Salvage Ex-
cavations, both organized by the Turkish Ministry of
Culture's General Directorare of Monuments and Mu-

* A great debr of gratimde goes to colleagues who contrib-
uted reports and who are mdividually acknowledged in the
text, We are also grateful 1o H. Abbasogio, N, Cahill, ¥. T
sov, O, Fslick, A Goldman, K Gorkay, C.H, Greenewalt, Jr,
M, Badwogln, V. Kalus, G. Kenneth Sams, F. Summers, G, Swn-
maers, A, sk, L Vandepur and LoE Vardar, who took the line
toy respond W owr queries. We are also mdebited o the Amerl-
can Research Institute in Turkey—Ankar staff, esp. O. Eser,
whio patiently assisted in developing the map and bibliogra-
phy. The map would also not have been possible withourt the
encouragement of Cahill and the imaluable assistance of L.
Ulmann, who made the final version. Fionally, we wish to ox-
press owr sincere thanks to the A’ editoes, esp. N, ] Nor-
wan and M. Donachie, for their exceplional patience and
support in reviving this newsleter.

10 Mellink™s newsletter, see Kleiner 19494,

EMirchell F995, 125,
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seums.” This newsletter relies on the reports deliveresd
at the 271h and 28th Intermutonal Symposium of Exca-
vations, Surveys, and Archaeomeny as well as reports
kindly sent to us by project directors or published in

various newsletters, journals, and edited volumes.

New Treneds

Several of the rrends noted a decade ago by Gates
continned in 2004-2003: an increase in the number
of projects; the growing role ol surveys and investiga-
tons of more neglected periods: and site destruction
by development and illicit digging, an unforminate
leitmoriv of the newsleler,” Projects numbered
about 160 in 1995, and more than 200 by 20035 (lig.
1. There are several reasons for this, One is the lack
of project quotas, despite the ministerial person-
nel shortuge w oversee projects. The instigation in
1995 of a culmiral inventory by the Purkish Minisory
of Culture has encouraged survevs and excavations
as well as more ambitious projects, such as an ioven-
tory of all sites in Turkey by the Tarkive Arkeolojik
Yerlesmeleri {Archacological Seulements of Turkey)
{ TAY) Projece.® The establishment of new universitics
with archacology departiments, greater support by the
merged Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the Scien-
tific and Technological Research Conncil of Turkey
{T[_,'E.ITAK] «provincial and municipal authorites, anl
the privaie secior siress the need for public awareness
about documendng and preserving culmral heritage,
Nevelopment and construction have precipitated res-

Y reaves and Helwing 2001, 200%a, 20030, 200-L Since
then, the editarial board of the TURA-AR has issued a newsker-
ter reproducing reports sulanitied maindy ol the Faleolirhic
Lron Ages for 2003-2004 i a blingral Turkish-English forma
{ TLUBAAR Fditonrnal Board 20055,

Uhicchell 1999, This foceses on the Classical o Thaantine
pericds, excluding sites in Commagene, Pontus, Paphlago-
nia, and the upper Euphoates.

"For a review ol epigraphy of Hellenistic Asia Minor fom
19E¥2 1y 1994, see Ma 2000,

"For listings ol sites documented inthe 19992003 weasons,
seer Oisent et al 2001a, 2001h, 2001e, 2T, 2002, 2020,
W2, 2002d, 053, 2003h, 003, 20051, 20042, HHHb,
MW, 2005, HHIGh, 2005, 25

Taves 19497, 24143,

Fhip:/Awww EavpTOjectang.
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ene and salvage projects, as ar the Byzantine harbor ar
Istanbul (Yenikap), the Baka-Tiflis-Cevhan pipeline.*
and varions dam projects aftecting sires such as Allia-
noi in western Turkey and Hasankevt and Zeugma-
Apamcia along the upper Tigris and Euphrates in the
cast, which are coordinated largely by Middle East
Technical University (TACDAM) Y These develop-
ments are setting the siage for a wider distribution of
projects, which, however, still concentrate along the
Acpean and sorh coasts.

Survews account for much of the increase in the
number of projects. This shift reflects a wider trend
in the field of archaeology toward examination of so-
cineconomic and anthropological questions related
to human scttlement parterns and land use in their
palcocnvironmental and culturakhistorical contexts.
Surveys examining all periods in a region have become
the favored means for identifving these patterns and
factors. Increasingly. interdisciplinary and interna-
tiomal teams of specialists from the social and nanaral
spiences are incorporated into projects to apply new
technologics for analyzing and documenting artilacts
and the emviennment and assessing the informagon
through geographical informarion systems, which fi-
cilitate intensive survey techniques. Reglomal survey
projects in Turkey, such as the Granicus River Survey,
Central Lydian Archacological Survey, Sinop Regional
Archaeological Project, Rough Cilicia Archacological
Survey, and Goksa Archaeological Project, are exem-
plary of the application of these new approaches o
archacology in Turkey, Surveys have also been incor-
porated into the programs of excavation projects (e.g..
at Sagalassos),' 1o understand a site’s setlement his-
tory during all periods and the relationship berween
the site and its territory, leading to the examination
of “unknown phases of reginons that seem al this point
(deceptively) Tamiliar.™?

Geophysical prospecton, which permits analysis
of subsurface features withour resorting Lo invasive
excavation technigues, has become one ol the most
utilized tools of archacological projects. Increasing
custs of largescale excavalion and preservation have
made it an attractive aleernanve in combination with
targeted soundings, which, when applied over large
areas, have rransformned our enderstanding of urban-
ism and irs diachronic development in all periods, such
as at Trov, Kusakli, Miletos, Berkenes, Pergamon, and
Aphrodisias. ™

G and tﬂr.mhu]hm{;]u HE: Crrtac 2006,
Uk or sites rhreatened by the dam projects om e Tigris and
Euphrates, see Greaves and Helwing 2001, 465-465: 2003a, 7l
M anhaverbeke wd Waelkens 2005,
M ates T, 2419,
"For Troy, Pergamon, and Aphrodisias, see Mitcholl 205,

A complex, mulridimensional landlscape in Turkey
anel elsewhere is taking shape as a result of these new
trends and the muss of information they produoce. To-
cal contexts and the range of responses o more nu-
merous variables are plaving prominent roles in the
reassessment of issues, such as ancient tude and the
functoning of cmpires, and in the formulation of plu-
ralistic approaches that abandon traditional dualities
(e, Fast/West, Greek/ Ruman) fo examing processes
such as the role of material culmire in the constrcrion
of social, political, and cultural identities.'! One sde
effeet af the dara overload has been fewer attempls
ai svnthetic studies encompassing the entire range of
evidence tor a particnlar region or period.

HIGHLIGITTS FROM 2004 —2005 PROTECTS

The longest carly Paleolithic sequence in Anatalia
has now been revealed at Kaletepe Deresi in Cappado-
i, On the onskirts of Sanluela, at the Early Neolithic
site of Gabekli Tepe, geophysical survey indicates thar
20 sacred stone-huilt enclosures with T-shaped pillars
decorated with reliefs and incisions may exist, in ad-
chition o the four that have now been excavated, and
that they are not isnlated from settlements bur adjacent
toa sequence of longlived contemporary settlements.
Excavations at the Hittite city ar Rugakl, ancient Sa-
rissa, have uncovered a wellpreserved stable of Old
Eingdom date. Remarkable evidence for the Tron Age
wits found ar the monumental entrance o the palace
complex at Kerkenes Dag in the form of a statue and
relief sculpture bordered by an inscription in the Old
Phrygian language, and at Nanthos, where reliets in
Phrygian and Neo-Hitlite style decorated what may
have been the entrance 1o a palace.

Omnpoing excavations at classical sites on the coast of
Lycia { Patara), Pamphylia (Perge), and Cilicia (Soloi/
Pompeiopolis) have reached Bronze Age levelsin their
acropoleis, o be associated with settlemens referred to
in Hittite texts {“Parha” for Perge, “Paiar” lor Patama).
New excavation projects have also begun at many clas
sical sites since 194953: in Aeolis (Allilanod, Aigail, the
Troad (Alexandria Troas, Antandros, Parion], Tonias
{Smyvrna-Roman Agora), Lycia (1los), Phrygia (Laodi-
cea), Cappadocda (Tvana), Commagene (Doliche],
and Thrace (leraion Teichos),

Notable finds ar Archaic sanciuaries include fine
mirhle griffin and horse prowmes thar probably deco-
rated the Temple of Athena ar Phocac; al Klaros, a

21-3, 3.
:’:\mttingh' D00 Chshronrue S04 Woolf H004; Alcock 20005,
1 hisproblem is notexclusive toarchacology in Turkey but
represents a general issue in the ficld as s whole; see Osbome
S0, S Wil 2006, 117-26; Salmert and D7 Agata 2005, 23
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sacred way of the seventh century B.C.E. below thar of
the fifth century B.C.E. to the Sanciary of Apollo; and
in the Mycale Mountains, the remains of a sancluary
that may belong to the Panionion. At Sardis, there is
now no doubt that the location of the Lydian capital
is below the Roman city, with definitive stratigraphic
proot for the produciion of crocseid coins helore the
Persian auack.

Imporiant sculprural finds of the 1lellenistic and
Boman periods include a statuary group an the boulew
terion of Aigal of the Late Hellenistic period signed by
asculptor from Pergamon, a spectacular Attic Diony-
sian kline sarcophagus with reclining portraits of the
third cenoury C.E. lrom i well-preserved romb in the
West Necropolis at Perge, anct the colossal stamary ol
the aediculated facade of a Hadrianic nymphacum at
Sagalassos. Significant Boman Imperial architectural
finds include a lighthouse of the first cennury CLE, at
Patara, remains of the early Julio-Claudian Temple of
Apollo at Hierapolis, the sancmary of the god Jupiter
Dolichenus ar Daliche, and the cxceprionally well-
preserved thermal resort complex at Allianoi.

For the Bysantine period, a fourth-cenwry C.E, har-
bor containing the remains of at least eight hoais from
the seventh wo 11th cenmiries C.F, was uncovered dur-
ing salvage excavations ar Istanbul's Yenikap districe.
The processional route of the late fourth and early fitth
centurics C.E. has heen associated with the creation
of the Martyrion of Saint Philip at Hicrapolis, and a
public dalueq in use trom the sixth 1o ninth centuries
C.E, has been discovered al Amoriam.

In an attempt to make sites more accessible o
visitors, the Turkish General Directorate of Cultural
Heritage and Museurns now requires site management
plans as part of every excavalion’s annual application
for research permits. One immediate effect has been
the creation of new signage and visitor paths at sites
and an emphasis on restoradon and reconstrection
that both help the public understand the excavated
monuments and provide data for experimental ar
chacology, such as the tull-scale reconstruction of
part of the inner wall of the Lower City of the Hittite
capital, Hattusha, Overall, the increasing demandds
are straining resources, which had been traditionally
allocated o research rather than restorarion or sile
management, and are requiring more input from the
private sector and international Rinds. T'he growth of

"For a study of the culire of looting in Lydia, see Roos-
evelt and Luke 2006,

U ellimk 1965, 143,

FTASK Foundartion 200, See also the TAY Web site lor an
up-lombate record of destruction (hip: / fwwwetavprojecLong ).

" For a report. of the 2004 season. see Peschlow-HBindokat
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sponsors for siies and these projects was clearly vis
ible in the latest presentations prefaced by carporate
and institutional logos at the annual archacological
SYTPOSIm.

1licit digging has reached pandemic levels, as nel-
works of dealers and collectors have developed o keep
up with a seemingly insatiable demand. The discov-
vry in 2006 that some of the repatriated items of the
so-Called Lydian Hoard thal were looted from burial
chambers in the 19605 were missing or replaced with
fukes is another sad example of the sophistication of
these networks " The pervasive extent of this “evil™?
is most evident in reports by the TAY Project and ar
the annual syiposivm, which indicate (hat no site is
immune from destrection, '

PALEOLITHIC
Begparmak Dagy, Laimos

Orver wo decades of surveys by Anneliese Peschiow-
Bindokat on Mount Besparmak (Latmos), above clas-
sical Herakleia-un-the-Lammos and Bala Lake at the
cdge of the Meander Vallev, have documenied the
miany Paleolithic settlemenis there, Farly inhabitants
took shelter in the lower reaches af its rocky slopes
near the fertile lakeshore, plain, and sea, and decorar-
ed its caves and rock faces with paintings interpreted
as cultic images, Recent vears have focused on slopes
overlooking the north shore of the lake, between the
summer villages of Kapikin and Egridere. Twenty new
rock paintings have been identified. One of the hest
preserved is in a cave at [kiz Ada, where 3 scene with
men and women may represent a wedding. A contem-
porary settlement found in 2005, west of Herakleia in
the valley of Chrstus Cave, has also been completely
recorded.”

Kaletepe Deresi

Mur Balkan-Al's long-term collaborative project on
obsidian quarries and workshops in Cappadocia has
centered on Gallildag, the world's largest obsidian
soarrce with many different beds. Her research team
lately mrned from Neolithic exploitation to its Paleo-
lithic precursors. Five seasons at Kaletepe Deresi 3, an
open-air site on a streambed revealed by recent ero-
sion, present the longest carly Paleolithic sequence in
Anatolia: 17 srrarified phases representing five levels
(V=I} trom Lower to Middle Paleolithic {Acheulian,

20062, A welkillustrated account of the history of rescarch at
the site is now available (Peschlow-Bindoka 20054, For an
overview ol recent research, sce Peschlow-Bindokar 20060,
For a final report on the Canan settlement of Latmos, see
Peschlow-Bindokat 2005k,




2007 | ARCHAEQLOGY IN TURKEY, 20042005 A455

the sanciuary and help close the gap between the cult
uof the Iron Age god Tesub-Hadad and that ol the Ro-
man cule. =

BRYZANTINL
Ilxraudioms

Adramytteion. New excavations at Adramyticion,
known in the Byzantine period for its harbor, on the
Edremit Bay at the Ciren arca of the Burhanive town-
ship of Balikesir province, have Tocused on uncover-
ing a church with a simple, domed crossin-sguare
plan of the late 10th to early 11th centuries C.F buile
over a necropolis dadng to as early as the sixth cen-
try B.CE!F

Anaia/Kadikalesi, Kusadase Systematic excnalions
at the 12th cenmiry C.E. citadel known as Kadikalesi
built on 2 mound identified with the serlement of
Anaia with remains as eacly as the third millennium
B.C.E.. 8 ki south of Kusadasi, began in 2000 under
the direction of Zewnep Mercangde, Fge University.
She reports:

Excavations continned as in previous years atl the
Last Gate of the citadel and inside and outside i
somrhwest commer producing largely Late Byzanline
i12th-1%th centuries C.F.) rermacottas and abundani
evidence of ceramic production in the form ol tripods
used in serring up pottery in the kiln for liring, wase
ers, and thick ash layers.

Ameriuwm, Christopher 5. Lightdoot, Metropalitan
Musewmn of Art, reports:

Since 1998, excavations have [oonsed on the cen-
ter of the site known as the Lower City Enclosure,
where intensive use and occupation are evident for
the Byvzantine period (sixth—11th centiries CE ). A
major discovery was a small [reestanding bath com-
plex probably buil in the sixth century CE. with a
major refurhishment perhaps in the second hall of
the eighth century C.E., when the large entrance hall
or apodyterium was abandoned. The entrunce hall
is 16sided and had an adjoining rectangular suite of
bathing rooms and a latrine, Both tepidarium and
caldarium have well-preserved hypocausts. It repre-
sents one of the very few known Byzantine public
Barfmea. The bathhouse continued in use into the firse
hall of the ninth century C.F, Near it are buildings of
mixed functions (residential, commercial, industrial),
some contemporary with the bathhouse during the
Dark Ages (G50-80M) C.E.), others showing reoccups-
tion of the area during the Middle Byzantine period
(ca. 900-1080 C.E.), when a massive defensive wall

0 o a preliminary report of the cxcvations from 2001 w
2003, see Blomel and Winter 2005, For a report ol the 2iH4

Fig, 30, Jewelry of the sixih wo lilth conmiries BACT from
Dialiik Tiaba Tepes (K. Winter).

TFig. 1. Stamp seals of the sieeh oo fifih cenwies B.CE, from
Dhilitk Baba Lepesi (E. Winter).

was constructed, forming the Enclosure, tor which the
function remains uncermain. Excavations in 1he area
n 2005 exposed the wellpreserved remains of o
g’rapn-:rcading vals, both dated o the carlier part of
the Dark Ages (seventh—eighth centuries C.E.). One
hud subsequently been converted wstore grain before
it was destroved by fire, probably as parr of the general
desrruction seen across The site and assoctated with the
sack of Amorium by the Arabs in 838 C.LE, Nest o the
samne installation, a stretch of unpaved streer was also

season, see Gollice eval, 2006,
U For e 2004 season's report, see Cordilo 2006,
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exposed, itssive and orentadon suggesting that some
clements of the (Late) Roman city plan had survived
il the ninth cennury C.F.

Work alse continued in the Tower City Church in
preparation lora majur conservatdon and preservation
project culminaring in a roof over the entire structire.
In 20002, work in the narthex uncovered several tombs
in the Moor, which hud well-preserved organic remains
including silk and leather shoes. Several had reused
Middle Byvzantine stone slabs in their construction,
indicating the church underwent several phases of re-
turbishmentand redecoradon berween the late ninth
and the 11th cenmiries C.E. Ta the north of the main
hodly of the church, an enrire baptistry was excavated
in 2005 at its western cnd. This formed part of the
original Earlv Byrantine (fifth-sixth centuries .1}
ecclesiastical complex and included a sunken cruci-
Fovm ot at its center. The baptistey remained in use
throughout the Bysantine period, butin the 10th and
11th cenmries CLE., the font was filled in and paved
over, Three tombs, one in the baptistry and two in is
narthesx, were added at that time and match the serics
of tombs previoushy excavaled in the main narthex ol
the church, Ividence was also lound for subsecquent
use ol the areu by Scljuk Turkish sentlers in the 1%th
century CUE. Suiveys of the west necropolis and rock-
cut tombs of Phrygian iype were also conducted

Myra-llemre, Excavations in 2004-2005 under the
direction of 5. Yildiz Otiken in the area north of the
5t. Nicholas Church al Myra exposed at the southern
part of Structure I an arcosolivm containing a wall
painting and two stone cist graves, ane of which was
covered with a stone pancl decorated with a lion in
relict, The family burial is probably of the patrans of
the structure built in the 12th century C.L. Numer-
ous metal ohjects and architectural elements, includ-
ing stone halustrades with vegetal, geometric, and
crossmott openwaork, were found in the southern
prowtion of e northern chamber (D%) of the build-
ing. Remains of carlicr Roman walls were uncovered
it orientations that dilfered trom the overlying walls
of Structure D,

Along the south side of the western courtvard,
soundings in the western vaulted chamber of Struciure
F o uncovered fragments of polychirome ofas tessalation
and vegetal and geometric marble inlay comparable
tn those of the Sarachuance. A coin of the reign of the

i For areport of the $04 season, see Lightfoor eral, 2004,
For the 2005 season, sec Lighdoot 2006 For a recent sice pub-
lication with varions stndics, see Lighiloo 2003,

B For a report of the 2004 scason, see Oliken 2008, For
the 2005 season, see Ontken and Armagan 2006, For discus-
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Seljuk sultan lzzeddin Kevkawns 11 (r, 1246-1249)
tound in a prealluvial layer provides a new terminus
ante quem for this structure, A wapezoidal srctire
probably associated with the rimal processing of myrle
(myrrh) was revealed in the conrmvard. Resioration of
aunique series of wall paintings of the life cyele of S6
MNicholas in the southern burial chamber of the church
was completed in 2005,

Cadir Hiyik, For its Byzantne levels, see above,
under “Bronze Age: Black Sca Coast and Ceniral
Turkey.”

Elatussa Sebeste, Over a decade of investigations by
E. Equini Schneider an Elaiussa Sebaste an the coast
beitween Silitke and Mersin has documented an ex-
tensive building phase in the Early Byzantine period,
when ceramic linds atlest trade with Cyprus, Syria, and
Palestine. A mid sixth-century CLE. destruction laver
containing numerous fragmenis of polvchrome mar-
Ble and opus secfile from wall reverment of an apsidal
hall (22 x 11 m} and its annexes may be evidence of
a vivlent civil revolt of the Justinianic period actested
in the writings of Procopius. The discovery of a skel-
cton of a man with an arrowhead in his chest found
in situ in front of a doorway under a collapsed wall
on a road connecting the complex 10 the mainland,
which was closed For defensive purposes. may point to
Persian or Arab invasions of the seventh cennary CUF,
Work in 2005 focused on the south promontory and
agora, where Roman levels were reached and remains
of a perisryle domestic building of the frst half of the
second cenmury B.CE. 1o the early first century CE.
were revealed, The house was modilied in the seccond
century C.E. when public buildings were buill in the
arca. Work continned in 1he wemple and is under-
ground, barrelvaulted chamber, refurbished into a
cistern in Lhe titth century CE., when the wemple was
converted ino a church,'™

Yumuhtepe, Mevsin. For Medieval Yumuktepe, see
above, under "Epipalenlithic, Neolithic, und Chaleo-
lithic: Sonnthern und Southeastern Turkey.”

Chlum Heyiik. Fogin Owgen, Hacertepe TTniversity,
PEHITLS

Excavations 200 m southwest of the sile focused on
documenting an early sixth-century C.E. threeaisled
basilica (39.7 x 21.1 m), similar in form o Gilician
examples, and on protecting ir from illegal digging,
which was destroving its large, geometric polychrome

ston of the frescoes and el conservation, see O ken 2005,

" Fora welkillusoated publication of the 19982002 sea
suns, e Fauint Schneider 2003, Fora report of the 2004 sca-
son, see Equind Schneider 2006,
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